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"From Ludlow Castell w^ more payne than hast[e] the first of March 1582,[3] Yor most
assured fast friend and loving brother."*
The " yong knight's" years nearly doubled those of his intended bride; who
had been born in the late summer or early autumn of 1568; the second of three
children. The youngest died in 1579; and the elder in 1580; since when Frances
had been known as her father's " sole heyre."2 But that Walsingham had not
given up hope of a son, appears from " Articles . . .. touching an assurance . . . .
in consideration of a marriage hereafter to be had between Sir Philip Sidney ....
.... and Mistress Fra. Walsingham .... "3
Bequeathing all his lands in Wales, South [ampton] and Surrey, after his own
death and that of his wife, to his daughter, as the wife of Sir Philip, and to their
heirs, Sir Francis stipulates that if he himself should have male issue, he must be
able, on the payment of ^5000 within one year, to ransom these lands, and transfer
them to his own heir male.4
In the year of his daughter's marriage his health was worse than usual:
" This last night," he wrote to Sir Christopher Hatton, " I was troubled with an extreme pain
in my right side, which did bereave me of my sleep; it continued! with me still , , . . accompanied
with an unaccustomed faintness, and a disposition altogether subject to melancholy. I hope I shall
enjoy more ease in another world than I do in this . . . . "5
Burghley, a fortnight prior to his reference to " the comfortable purpose," had
received from Philip Sidney a letter relating to a prospective official appointment.
"Right Honorable my singular good Lord.
I have from my childhood been much bound to your Lordship, which as the meanness of my
1	f.42b.   No signature.   The Notes of extra matter to be inserted make it seem that the MS. is a
first draft.   Walsingham's sister Barbara was married to Sir Henry's brother Thomas Sidney of
Walsingham Priory, Norfolk; hence this reference to Lady Walsingham as his "sister."   She was
his sister-in-law's sister-in-law.   (Only a man of Sir Henry's generation could have called Sir Philip
"yong" in 1582-3 when he was close on twenty-nine.   We shall find Francis Bacon subsequently
feeling himself "ancient" at thirty-one.)
2	See App:  B. " Sir Francis Walsingham's Three daughters." p. 87.
spenshurst MSS, i% pp. Signed "H. Sydney, Fr. Walsingham" (Sir Francis). Found by Mr.
C. L. Kingsford circa 1924, when examining the supplementary papers not printed by Collins in
1746. See "Report on the Manuscripts of Lord de L'Isle and Dudley preserved at Penshurst Place"
1925. Vol. I, pp. 272-273 (epitome of 8 articles). (Undated, but would be 1583.)
* Ib. p. 273. Some of Sir Francis's arrangements were not carried out until a considerable time after
the wedding1.
Sir Philip's unpublished Inquis: Post Mortem Chancery Vol. CCXIX, No. 53, refers to the
triple Indenture of 27 July, 26th Eliz: (i.e. 1585) between Sir Henry Sidney, Sir Francis
Walsingham, and Sir Philip Sidney, by which the manor of Easton, Co. Hants, was settled upon
Sir Philip and his wife Dame Frances and the heirs of their bodies, with remainder to the right
heirs of Sir Henry. The same indenture is given in epitome in Sir Francis Walsingham's Inquis:
Post Mortem (27 Sep: 34th Eliz: i.e. 1592) "in consideration of a marriage between the said
Philip Sidney, Knight, and Lady Frances, daughter and heiress apparent of the said Francis
Walsingham then before taken place, and for the better preserving of the manors, lands, &c.,
aforesaid in the blood of the said Frances, agreed that on or before the loth day of October next
following he would make several feoffments, &c. &c. See Webb, Miller, and Beckwith's "History
of Chislehurst." 1890, pp. 361-362.
5 Add: MS. 15891. f.no. Nicolas's "Life of .    . Sir Christopher Hatton" (1847), p. 340

